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Branko Milanovic is lead economist in the World Bank’s Research 

Department, in the unit that addresses poverty and income inequality.  

He is also as a College Park professor at the University of Maryland 

School of Public Policy and visiting fellow at the Carlos III University in 

Madrid. He has authored numerous articles on the methodology and 

empirics of global income distribution and the effects of globalization. 

His most recent book The Haves and the Have-nots: A Brief and 

Idiosyncratic History of Global Inequality (Basic Books) was published in 

December 2010. 

 

 

 

Jon Elster (Ph.D., University of Paris, 1972) taught at Paris, Oslo and 

Chicago before coming to Columbia.  He occupied the Chaire de 

Rationalité en sciences sociales at the Collège de France between 

2006 and 2011. Professor Elster's publications include Nuts and Bolts 

for the Social Sciences (1989), Local Justice (1992), Political Psychology 

(1993), Alchemies of the Mind (1999), Ulysses Unbound (2000) and 

                       Closing the Books: Transitional Justice in    Historical Perspective (2004). 

His research interests include the theory of rational choice, the 

theory of distributive justice and the history of social thought (Marx 

and Tocqueville). He is currently working on a comparative study 

of constitution-making processes from the Federal Convention to 

the present, besides being engaged in a project on the 

microfoundations of civil war. 


